
Preparation for small group gathering: watch sermon from 
March 25 
 
Welcome to the Group: (15 minutes) Check in with your group. Have 
your group share their experience of praying for others. Go around 
the room and share how your prayer life has changed throughout this 
season of Lent.    
 
Opening Prayer: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
Opening Video: Discernment. (2 min) Press Pause on the video after 
Pastor Angie’s introduction and questions.   
 
Group Discussion: (20 minutes) Read through the Ignatian Handout 
with the group. Read the scriptures listed.   

1. How could the scripture be of help? 
2. What promise does the practice of discernment hold for you?  

For the church? 
3. How might this practice provide opportunities to imagine solu-

tions we did not anticipate and help us to find better paths toward 
the future? 

4. Read Mark 11:1-11, 15:1-39 
5. In these scriptures, where do you see discernment?  Where do 

you see lack of discernment? What was the cause of the lack of 
discernment?  

6. How do you think the story might have been rewritten if there had 
been more discernment? 

 
Video: Pastor Angie presents the Action. (15 minutes) This video seg-
ment includes opportunities to pause and have discussion. Feel free 
to pause the video as needed.   
 
Group Discussion: (5 minutes) 

1. What do you experience during this prayer practice? 
2. Do you have any insights that you would like to share from this 

prayer time? 
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Scripture: Mark 11:1-11,  

   15:1-39 

Action: Discern an issue with 

which you have been wrestling 

with 

Prayer Practice: Lectio Divina 
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Hand out the prayer card to use during the week.   
 
Prayer Time: (10 minutes) Introduce prayer as a community practice.  
Use whatever method you prefer, or use the example below.   
 
Say to group: This is the time where we are able to share the joys and 
concerns that are on our hearts.  It is our honor and privilege as a group 
to hold each other in prayer throughout the week. Please take notes dur-
ing this time of sharing so that you may be praying for each other through-
out the week.   
 
Closing prayer: Holy and loving God, thank you for the gift of this group. 
Thank you for community. Thank you for speaking to us through your 
Word, our pastors, and our group. This week, as we walk through the 
events of Holy Week, remind us of the depth of your love. Today, O God, 
we lift our joys and concerns up to you. We ask that you care for each of 
us, our families, our church, and our community throughout this week. Be 
with us until we gather again. In your son’s name we pray.  Amen.   

Notes:  


