
What Are the Objectives of Our Campaign? 
1. Pay down the debt on the Christian Life Center. (About 70% of funds  

received) 
When the CLC opened in 2009, we made an investment of almost $6 million. 
Currently we have reduced that to about $2.5 million, and are on schedule to pay 
it off in 6-8 years. But we can save a significant amount in interest payments for 
future ministries if we can pay it off more quickly.  

2. Meet the building upkeep and improvements for our three-site church. 
(About 20%) 
In the current (2014-2017) “Faith Grows Here” campaign, nearly $300,000 has 
been used at Uptown to repair roofs, rebuild the entryway, and remodel numer-
ous restrooms; upgrade the CLC projector and screen; and improve the lower 
entrance and mitigate water flow/flooding at Faith Chapel. Future needs likely will 
include a sanctuary roof and new HVAC system at Uptown, and a new gym floor 
at the CLC, as well as “emerging needs/emergency repairs”. 

3. Support our mission partnerships with Trinity/Las Americas United  
Methodist Church and the Malawi United Methodist Church. (About 10%) 
Nearly $200,000 has been invested by Ankeny First UMC in these mission con-
gregations—to provide a safe and usable building for the variety of ministries 
Trinity UMC offers each and every day within the inner-city of Des Moines; and in 
the African nation of Malawi, the 20 borehole wells and the farm we have helped 
construct, through which numerous new churches and preschools are being 
started, literally reaching tens of thousands of lives. 

4. Reach for the future. (Our Finance Team would be given authority to set 
aside a minimum of $250,000 for potential future development, if and when 
our support of the other three areas of the campaign makes it possible.) 
Where do we need to be 3-5 years from now? As Ankeny grows, that’s a key 
question. Yes, we can reduce our debt, but we also need to ask what are the best 
ways we can reach people in the years ahead. When we opened our CLC and 
started the Agape Garden, each was motivated by that question, and look at the 
significant results we have achieved. So many lives have been reached! So what 
do we need to do now for our future? Adding onto the CLC is only one possibility. 
All ideas first need to be explored and then decisions made by the whole church. 
It’s important to note that it would take at least three years of planning, church 
votes and construction before we can use any kind of new space—so now is the 
time to position ourselves for whatever “next step” God is leading us into.  

5. Our Goal—70% of the households of Ankeny First UMC participate in this 
campaign. 
While a capital campaign exists to raise money, even more so we want to raise 
up disciples for Jesus Christ. We do that by our shared participation. It’s why we 
don’t list a specific monetary goal for the campaign. Our “success” depends on 
all of us being part of it, together. Several user-friendly “on-ramps” (like “a  
$1/day”) will be offered within the campaign in order for us all to participate. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT! 

Our Prayers 
 

During the season of Lent, you have been placing your prayer requests, as well 
as your prayers of thanksgiving and celebration, onto the prayer walls at each 
worship site. Below are some of those prayers. We encourage you to lift these 
prayers up too... 

Prayer  

Requests 
 

 For help finding peace and joy in what-ever direction God is taking my life.  For my child who is going through a  divorce. 
 For those living with Alzheimer's.  For guidance in my career.  For my father, that his health may  improve. For my mother, who takes care of him. 

 For a friend with a serious diagnosis.  For the people of Malawi and all who thirst.  

Amen 

 For my wife’s improved health.  

 For loving us even though we fall short. 

 For my family and the joy they provide 

me on a daily basis. 

 For getting the job I wanted! Praise God! 

 Thank you, Lord, for my grandchildren. 

 Lord, thank you for the love of my family 

and its continued growth! 

 Thank you, God, for our daughter-she is 

truly a gift from you. 

 I am so grateful for my children who are 

always there for me.  

 For my aunt whom is now cancer free. 

 For new friends.  
Amen 

Prayers of 
Celebration 


